DEPARTMENT OF PEACE HIGHLIGHTS

· Concept of a U.S. Department of Peace is not new, or even new-age.  It dates back to 1792 and has been proposed numerous times over the course of history. 
·  Currently, no other federal agency or department looks at the root causes of violence or provides the President with counsel
· There is an Urgent Need for a Department of Peace:

· International violence - Nuclear proliferation creates critical need for the interruption of current cycles of violence; 

· Nuclear arsenals are susceptible to terrorist attack/theft.

· Domestic violence - Criminal and domestic violence places intense financial pressure on city, county, and state government budgets. Example: 80% of all police runs in the City of Detroit are in response to domestic violence.

1) Dept of Peace Addresses Causal Issues

· Need proactive approaches to violence reduction 

· Traditional political problem-solving focuses primarily on addressing symptoms of violence, such as imprisonment of offenders and engagement in armed conflict 

· Suppression of symptoms should be augmented by stronger preventative measures and treatment of root causes of violence 

· The United States should be as effective in addressing the sources of violence as we are effective in addressing its symptoms

2) We Need a Dept. of Peace …

· To reduce domestic and international violence 

· To teach violence prevention and mediation in America’s schools 

· To effectively treat and dismantle gang psychology 

· To rehabilitate the prison population 

· To build peace-making efforts among conflicting cultures here and abroad 

· To support our military with complementary approaches to ending violence 

3) Proposed Federal Legislation to Establish a U.S. Department of Peace 
Bill was reintroduced into the House of Representatives (H.R. 3760) and introduced into the U.S. Senate (S. 1756) There are currently 60 committed co-sponsors in the House of Representatives. Proposed legislation calls for the Department’s budget to be the equivalent of 2% of U.S. defense budget. The primary function of a United States Department of Peace will be to research, articulate and facilitate nonviolent solutions to domestic and international conflict.
4) The Department of Peace will:

Develop field-tested educational programs promoting conflict-resolution and peer mediation among school-age children; Provide violence-prevention programs addressing domestic violence, gang violence, drug and alcohol-related violence Provide much-needed assistance for the efforts of city, county, and state governments in coordinating existing programs in their own communities, as well as programs newly developed and provided by the Dept. of Peace. 
