Student Peace Alliance

National Action Plan

“The Student Peace Alliance advocates for legislation to establish a Department of Peace through education and grassroots action”

The Student Peace Alliance Mission Statement

Introduction and Vision

The Student Peace Alliance is the national youth campaign to establish a Department of Peace.  The Student Peace Alliance supports both political action in support of a Department of Peace and peacebuilding on our campuses and in our communities.   Since the formation of the Student Peace Alliance in 2006, we have grown into a national youth movement that takes action in support of positive change.  We work to mobilize our generation through the political process as well as make it known that peacebuilding works both on our campuses and in our communities.


The National Action Plan supports Student Peace Alliance chapters to act locally and make a national impact.  It is the plan of our collective actions and how we will work to build the national youth movement.  This plan was formed collectively by the National Coordinating Committee, SPA State Organizers, and Chapter Organizers.      
Goals
-Enroll Members of the House as sponsors of the Department of Peace Bill

-Introduce the Department of Peace Legislation into the US Senate

-Pass City Council Resolutions in support of a Department of Peace

-Pass School Resolutions in support of a Department of Peace

-Connect and support peace building on our campuses and communities

-Organize 75 Student Peace Alliance chapters by June 2008

Actions


2007

September:  Culture of Peace Month
Senate Actions:  Write and call Senators that are interested in the Department of Peace and ask them to introduce into the Senate legislation that calls for a Department of Peace.  
Choose Peace:  Join in a Global Peace Film Festival between September 11 and September 21.  Watch a film of your choice on your campus or community that speaks to the importance of peace. 
National Walk for Peace:  Join the National walk for Peace!  The National Walk for Peace will be organized on September 15.  Host an event on the 15th or on other days that might work for your group from between September 11th and the 21st.  The walk can be on your campus or in your community.  Walks can start or end anywhere.  They can start at a park, or end at a Representative’s office.  The events can be fundraisers for the local or national campaign, or focus on awareness of the Department of Peace initiative.  

International Day of Peace:  The International Day of Peace is on September 21.  Consider organizing an event on your campus or in your community to honor the International Day of Peace.  
October:  The SPA National Conference
The SPA National Conference:  Fundraise, prepare, and travel to the SPA national conference at Brandeis University.  The Student Peace Alliance National conference will be held from October 19-21.  Join members of the Student Peace Alliance from across the country to learn about peacebuilding, to discuss the department of peace bill, and to strategize how to effectively act locally and have a national impact.  
November:   National Legislative Call-in Actions
After the conference put the tools you have learned into action as we organize a national action to let our members of congress know how important the Department of Peace legislation is for our generation.  The specifics of the national call-in will be decided at the National Conference.  
December:  Meetings with Members of Congress
After the national call-in schedule a meeting with members of Congress from your state.  Speak to why it is important that the member of Congress supports a Department of Peace, and how it will impact the state or district in which you live.  Report on the number of calls made nationally to demonstrate the growth of the Department of Peace campaign.   
2008

February: Focus on Violence Against Women
Vagina Monologues:  Support the production of The Vagina Monologues.  The Vagina Monologues will be performed on campuses on or around V-Day (February 14th).  The events will raise money and awareness to stop violence against women and girls.  
Valentines to Members of Congress:  Write Valentines to your member of congress to speak to the impact that violence has on women and the importance of supporting a Department of Peace.  Consider writing valentines cards at the Vagina Monologues events or as a separate event.  
March:  Building Peace in Iraq
Hold a discussion focused on ways in which people are building peace within Iraq.  Show the documentary “Hometown Baghdad” to learn about how our generation is impacted by the violence in Iraq.  Discussion materials will be provided that highlight conflict resolution programs that are building peace within Iraq.  
April:  Building Peace on Our Campuses and in Our Communities   
National Youth Violence Prevention Week:  Participate in the National Youth Violence Prevention activities March 31-April 5.  The campaign includes various efforts throughout the week, including days to respect tolerance, manage anger, resolve conflicts peacefully, and support school safety.  The final day of the campaign brings youth and community members together to develop a comprehensive youth violence prevention plan.  This action provides an opportunity to nationally demonstrate the power of peacebuilding within our generation.  
May: Peace of the Pie Campaign
Peace of the Pie Campaign:  On or around mother’s day meet with members of Congress to speak to the need for peace to have a piece of the Federal Budget!  When you meet with members of Congress, deliver a pie with a sliver cut out that represents the percent of the Federal budget a Department of Peace will need to operate.  You can also take action at your school or in your community.  Pass out ‘peaces of pie’ to people at your school or community and dialogue with them about a Department of Peace.  Consider organizing a call-in to members of Congress in coordination with the national action. 
